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The SMA applies to all marine waters of the 
state below the Ordinary High Water Mark. 
This jurisdiction extends out to the western 
state boundary in the Pacific Ocean (the 
three-mile limit). The SMA also applies to 
submerged lands underlying all marine waters.
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Birch Bay, from Point
Whitehorn to Birch Point
is a Shoreline of
Statewide Significance.

Map designations have not 
been applied to tribal trust 

lands or tribal  tidelands.  Such areas 
are not subject to the jurisdiction 

of this program.

All Shorelines of the Mt. Baker National Forest 
are designated Conservancy unless there are 
Federal projects on Federal lands. 

The Nooksack River is a Shoreline 
of Statewide Significance beginning 
at Glacier Creek on the North Fork.

The Nooksack River is a Shoreline 
of Statewide Significance beginning 
at Hutchinson Creek on the South Fork.

Lake Whatcom is a Shoreline 
of Statewide Significance.

The Mainstem of the 
Nooksack River is a Shoreline 
of Statewide Significance.
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About this Map: 
The information depicted on this map is intended to be used with Title 23, 
Whatcom County, adopted by Whatcom County May 27, 1976.  Revised 
February 27, 2007 to comply with Washington Administrative Code 173-26.  
Approved by Department of Ecology August 8, 2008.   
 
Shoreline Jurisdiction: 
The map shows Shoreline Area Designations within the area subject to this code.  
The map does not necessarily identify or depict the lateral extent of shoreline 
jurisdiction or all associated wetlands. The lateral extent of the shoreline 
jurisdiction shall be determined on a case-by-case basis based on the location of 
the ordinary high water mark (OHWM), floodway and presence of associated 
wetlands, provided that, exclusive of associated wetlands, the maps identify the 
lateral extent of shoreline jurisdiction on the Sumas River and the Mainstem, 
North Fork, Middle Fork and South Fork of the Nooksack River. 
 
USE OF WHATCOM COUNTY'S MAP IMPLIES THE USER'S AGREEMENT WITH THE 
FOLLOWING STATEMENT: 
 
Whatcom County disclaims any warranty of merchantability or warranty of fitness of this map for any 
particular purpose, either express or implied.  No representation or warranty is made concerning the 
accuracy, currency, completeness or quality of data depicted on this map.  Any user of this map assumes all 
responsibility for use thereof, and further agrees to hold Whatcom County harmless from and against any 
damage, loss, or liability arising from any use of this map. 
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        Stipulated Judgment No. 93-2-02447-6 between Governor's Point
Development Company and Whatcom County, State of Washington, and
Department of Ecology is incorporated by reference into Whatcom
County's Shoreline Management Program.  A copy of the Judgment is on
file with the Whatcom County Planning Department.
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See Detail Map

(City Boundaries updated March 2014)


